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Music Notes

By Shelby Gracey
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During this Advent andChristmas
season, we ol | h
beautiful music in our morning
worship services, offered by th
Chancel Choir, the Campanile Bell
GPM, and some special duets. C
Christmas Eve service on Tuesde
December 24 at 7:00 p.m. will includ
scriptues, carols, candlelight, an
many musical selections througho
the service. W
SHUP to have so many talente
singers and musicians, who all wo
hard to help us celebrate the coming
the Christ Child through beautiful
seasonal music

So many wonderful carols have be:

written for the Christmas season, th
itdéds hard to get

them throughout the few short weel
of Advent and Christmas. One car

that is so | oved
carol,Away in a Manger.
AWith its simply

love for the Lord Jesus and trust in H
faithful care, the hymn appeals 1
young and old alike. It is usually on
of the first Christmas songs learned
early childhood; yet its pleasin
melody and gentle messagesgerve it
in our affections all through life.

AFor some ti me A,
was titled ALut h:
was thought to have been written |
Martin Luther for his own children ant
then passed on by German mothe
Modern research discounts this clain

however. Stanzas one and two fii
appearedinthei t t 1 e Chi

published in Philadelphia in 1885. Tt
third verse was written by a Methodi:
minister, John T. McFarland, in th
early 1900s when an additional stan
for this carol was desired for use at
church childrenb

AHow i mportant i
to help our children see beyond tl
glitter of the Christmas season ai
teach them the true meaning
Christds birth.
ever known to man began i
Bet hl ehem at Chr
(AAmazing Grace: 3
Stories for Eennethy.
Osbeck, Kregel Publications, 2002, p.
356.)

Away in @ manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesusaid down His sweet heaa;
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes;
/ love Thee, Lord Jesus! Laok down from the sKky, and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, |.ask Thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, | pray;
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.
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All the turkey has finally made its way into containers, and what remains of the stuffing and veggies i
portloned out for a few lunches over the next few days. As the dishwasher hums away, the Gracey

family is gearing up for one of their favorite Thanksgiving traditions. Andtnc
is not just about digesting a delicious meal or catching the last football §arr
it's time to kick off the houplus adventure of hauling out the Christmas
decorations! With a thud, the attaddercomes dowrirom the ceiling and
momis ready to dive into the crawl space tisdtome to nearly 55 boxes of
decorations that have been hibernating since around March.

The family takes their places: Moisicrawling in theattic, navigating through
the nooks and crannies, while Ryan (the middle son) stays at the top of the
stairs. Sarajane (the youngest) is stationed at the bottom, and Andrew (the
oldest) is busy moving boxes around as ®adr very own Father
Christmas/St. Nick/lead decoradodecides where each box needs to go: the
back porch, downstairs, or the living room, all while referencing his trusty
photo albums that show how everything was arranged in years past.

This is just the beginning! It usually takes about two weeks to swap out the regular decorations for all
Christmas cheer, and once the season is owewilvtuck everything back into the attic agéiranother hour
or so of work. But hey, we get to enjoy the Christittesned home until around March (and honestly, aft

all that effort, who wouldnét want t ons)whichThen
involves two more round trips to and from the attic, until the decorations are tsatedglawayuntil
November.

You are getting a peek at a beloved Gracey family
tradition that has been going strong since any of us ¢
remember. A lot of folks have a hard time believing ju
how special this house really is. In chatting with Dad
about the inspiration behind his Christmas wondefar
after all, a collection of nearly 3,000 Santa Clauses d
nat just happen by itsefh e s har ed, Al
something | set out to do, but over80 years, it just
evolved. Like any collection, itjuste eps gr o

And wow, does it grow{cont. next page)
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For instance, my parents switch out their regular
dinnerware for holidayhemed cups, plates, and
dishware. Some might say thdges not sound too wil
but how about a whole coffee table filled with Steelg%
themed Santa Clauses? That collection has made i
move from the livingroom coffee table due to conce
about the youngest Gracey/Obarsky, little Lorelei
(whois now 1.5 years old), bumping her head. Never fear, like all good Presbyterlan mineteeto$t
count regarding the number of nativities he owns as well. Lastly, not to be outdone, | must mention th
de résistance: each ringlet on the shower curtain features an individual Santa, perfectly complementii
SantaClaustoilet seat cover!

I would |l ove to revisit Dadodés estimate -8f 0OOs
Thereis a longstanding debate within the Gracey household that maybe you, dear reader, can help se
When Sarajane counted the Santas, she counted each Claus individually. For example: if there is a S
pickup truck that has 7 Santas on it, that would casrit. Dad, however, would only consider it one since
theyare all attached to one object. Depending on where you weigh in on this debate, that 3,000 could
up to almost 6,000!Will be gathering thoughts from everyone on upcoming Sundays to sisttle th

In 2024, thingdook a bit different. With the kids all moved out, Dad has downsized the decorations to
40 boxes, all gathered in the downstairs room. No more crawling around in a cramped attic. Although
back on those days fondly, Dad now gets to start decomtiadeisurely pace around Thanksgiving, and t
can have everything organized in about a week
shebs going to I ove all the di fpfeer e&ntDadle cschraa te
when | asked what hs looking forward to the most.

As | wrap up this little insight into mgt a dn@redible Christmas haven, | encourage you to reach out to
His collection is too special to missd one | never miss an opportunity to share with otdephione call to
ask some questions or even request to see a photo album would mean a lot, but the main way to exp
this is a personal tour. You truly need to see this for yourself.

After all, St. Nicholas loves spreading Christmas cheer, andigweoeone better to do that than my dad
with thousands of Santas to back him up!
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CHRISTMAS JOY | Prepare the Way
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

LEADERSHIP, PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

DECo 1st o DeCQ Zznd

Ways to Give
;'"‘é Through your congregation - use one of the special envelopes in the pews on Sunday, mail in a check
(be sure to write Christmas Joy on the memo line) or use the www.tithe.ly app.

A ! . : . ’
7k By credit card online at Presbyterian Special Offerings (pcusa.org).

%ﬁ Text CHRISTMASJOY to 91999.

WHEN WE GIVE TO
THE CHRISTMAS JOY
OFFERING, WE
SHARE OUR LOVE
WITH THE LEADERS
OF OUR CHURCH -
PAST, PRESENT, AND
FUTURE.

50%
of your gift makes it possible
for students to learn and
grow in faith at Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges
equipping communities of
color.
50%
of your gift assists current
and retired church workers

and their families with
critical financial needs.

H eSS ——
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Directory Corrections/Additions

The SHUP Fall 2024 Directory was distributed in fhidvember. Please note these
corrections in your copy.

Afua Akompong Thomas Akompong

Email: afuaakompong@agmail.com Email: akompong@sbcaglobal.net
Cell Phone: (312)300545

Ted Bergfelt Michelle Escobar
Email: tedbergfelt@gmail.com 534 Buena Vista Avenue
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Amy Sumner
Address: 661 Greenlee Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15227
Email: amysumner88@yahoo.com
Cell Phone: (412)223171




