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A Message from Pastor Laura 
People fail to get along because they fear each other; they fear each other 

because they don’t know each other; they don’t know each other because 

they have not communicated with each other.   

 - The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 When was the last time you spoke with someone of a 

 different faith? I do not mean a Methodist or a Catholic 

 or an Orthodox individual. I mean someone who is not 

 a Christian. I ask this question because it is easy to 

 make generalizations about other faith systems when 

 we don’t know members of that particular faith. It is 

 easy, when we do not know adherents of different 

 religions, to believe what the news or the media tell us 

about those religions. We can find ourselves making assumptions about 

other religious adherents, or even making judgments about them. At its 

extreme, a lack of communication with others of different faiths can lead to 

hatred of those faiths and their members. 

This is the necessity of interfaith engagement. Cultivating relationships 

with people outside the Christian faith help us to see these individuals as 

Christ would see them: as children of God. Note the woman at the well was 

a woman of a different faith from Jesus. But Jesus begins their conversation 

amicably, honors her point of view, and participates in a conversation with 

her that provides mutual uplifting. None of us remember the woman at the 

well as a Samaritan. We remember her as….the woman at the well! So is 

our goal in interfaith engagement. These relationships honor the faith of the 

other while also humanizing the other in our own sight. They’re no longer 

the Hindu, the Jew, the Muslim, the Buddhist - they’re the guy who loves 

The Three Stooges or the lady at Uptown Coffee.  

The month of April is an opportunity for interfaith engagement. We will 

have the joy of attending Temple Emmanuel’s 2 for Seder event on Sunday, 

April 14. This program was created in 2019 by Marnie Fienberg, daughter-

in-law of Joyce Fienberg who was killed in the 2018 Tree of Life shooting. 

She created this program in Joyce’s memory to help end anti-Semitism and 

to build community. Marnie Fienberg will be the special guest speaker at  
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Music Notes 
By Shelby Gracey 
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Many thanks to the Chancel Choir, 

Campanile Bell Choir, and GPM for 

all their beautiful music throughout 

our Lenten and Easter season.  All of 

our dedicated musicians, singers, and 

ringers put in many hours of 

rehearsals to prepare music to present 

in worship each week.  For their 

commitment, I’m truly grateful, as we 

lift our voices and instruments to 

praise God, most especially during the 

Easter season! 

 

 

The Campanile Bell Choir will ring 

again in worship on April 21, with 

their final ringing of this season taking 

place on May 12.  Our Chancel Choir 

will continue to sing each Sunday 

morning throughout the spring, and 

will end their season on Sunday, June 

2.  We’re always happy to invite some 

new guests to offer special music 

throughout the summer months, so 

please let me know if anyone is 

interested! 

 

Another opportunity to hear some 

great music will be on Monday, May 

6, at 7:00 p.m.  That evening we’ll be 

hosting the Ringold Community Band 

for a concert in the sanctuary.  They’ll 

present lots of great favorites – 

everything from marches to Big Band 

tunes.  There will be no charge for the 

evening, but donations will be 

accepted for the band concert, with the 

proceeds given to the band for their 

continued work in the community.  

We hope you’ll join us! 

 

Join us for the 

Ringold Community Band Concert 
Monday, May 6 

7:00 p.m. 
SHUP Sanctuary 

(No charge, but donations will be gratefully accepted.) 

 
Thank you…. 

Dear Friends of SHUP, 

Thank you for the beautiful altar flowers that Pastor Laura 

delivered to me.  They made my room so cheerful! 

Thank you too for the many prayers, the many cards that made 

me feel so loved and cared for, the phone calls, and the visits.   

All of this helped me to recover faster. 

John Ellis, III 

A Message from Pastor 

Laura (cont.) 
this event. We will learn about the 

Jewish faith and practices surrounding 

Passover, as well as get to know 

Temple Emanuel members. Sign-ups 

are located downstairs outside Findley 

Hall. 

The second opportunity in April is 

your opportunity to follow Tori 

Vernacchio, LoAnn Burian (Kara 

Yates’s mom), and I as we make 

pilgrimage to Japan to visit Tokyo and 

Koyasan, the home of Shingon 

Buddhism. We will learn about 

Japanese religious life, engaging in the 

life of a Buddhist temple by residing 

there for four nights. Tori will share 

about this experience on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 19, as she preaches in 

our worship service. 

Interfaith relationships are an 

opportunity to dispel fear, cultivate 

love, and to grow in our own faith 

engagement. I hope you’ll join us in 

these opportunities to learn together! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Laura 
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Notes from Christian Education 
By Taylor Strang 

As April unfolds, our church 

community is nurturing faith in all 

ages. 

In Children's Church, we're exploring 

the early church's tales, from the Holy 

Spirit's power to Peter's miracles, 

sparking curiosity through interactive 

lessons and play. Children's Church is 

during worship and welcomes 

children from birth to 2nd grade. 

Meanwhile, in Sunday School, 

children in 3rd grade and up are 

delving into the lives of the 12 

disciples, drawing inspiration for their 

journey of discipleship. Elementary 

Sunday School is every Sunday from 

9-10 am in the library.  

But the growth doesn't stop there. On 

April 21st and 28th, we're gathering 

all generations in Findley Hall for 

special mixed-age Sunday School 

sessions.  

Just as April showers bring May 

flowers, let us embrace this season of 

growth among our church family. 
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Adult Sunday School  

9:00 am – Findley Hall 

The adult Sunday school class will be using The Great 

Courses class on The Old Testament featuring Dr. Amy-

Jill Levine of Vanderbilt University Divinity School.  The 

class will continue to meet in Findley Hall. 

 

.   
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Wilson Hall Bible Study 

Every Tuesday – 1:00 pm 

The class will be studying the Epistles, Galatians, 

Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians.  They will 

continue to meet in March.   If you are interested in 

learning more, please contact Carole McCullough at 

(412)343-5758. 

 

April Information 

Sunday Worship 

10:15 am 

If you are not able to join us in person, a video of the 

service will be posted to our YouTube channel on the 

Monday after the service: Sunset Hills Church - YouTube.  

You can get a copy of the bulletin by clicking on the link 

on the homepage of our website www.shupchurch.org.  

Peanuts Square Dancing Club 

Every Tuesday - 7:00 pm 

The Peanuts Square Dancing club will meet in Crystal 

Hall.  Everyone is welcome, no partner or previous 

experience is needed.  There is a cost of $5/class. 

Findley Hall Bible Study 

Every Monday – 1:00 pm 

The Findley Hall Bible study meet in April. 

If you would like to learn more about this study, please 

contact Jody Colby at jody.colby@verizon.net. 

Chancel Choir Practice 

Every Tuesday - 7:30 pm 

Chancel choir will have practice in the choir room. 

Campanile Bells Rehearsal 

Every Tuesday - 6:30 pm 

Bells will have practice in the sanctuary. 

Tai Chi 

Every Wednesday – 6:30 pm 

Gurney Bolster, certified Tai Chi instructor, will end her 

spring session on April 24th. 

You can register for the classes online at: 

Tai Chi for Health Pittsburgh – With Gurney Bolster. 

Fellowship Hour 

First Sunday of the Month 

We will continue to hold fellowship after the worship 

service on the first Sunday of every month.  If you would 

like to host one Sunday, please sign up on the sheet 

outside of Findley Hall. 

Days for Girls 

Every Wednesday – 10:00 am 

Days for Girls will meet in Wilson Hall. 

For more information about DfG, please contact Taylor at 

sunsethillsCE@gmail.com  

Days for Girls 

April 28th – 11:30 am 

Days for Girls will meet in Wilson Hall after the worship 

service on April 28th.  

For more information about DfG, please contact Taylor at 

sunsethillsCE@gmail.com  

Yoga 

Every Tuesday – 5:30 pm – Crystal Hall 

BreatheIn2It Yoga instructors will begin a new 8-week 

session on April 2nd.   

To learn more or to register, please visit their website at: 

Stress management & wellbeing programs in Pittsburgh, 

PA (breathein2it.com) 

Yoga 

Every Thursday – 7:00 pm – Crystal Hall 

BreatheIn2It Yoga instructors will begin a new 8-week 

session on April 4th.   

To learn more or to register, please visit their website at: 

Stress management & wellbeing programs in Pittsburgh, 

PA (breathein2it.com) 

https://www.youtube.com/@sunsethillschurch3194
http://www.shupchurch.org/
mailto:jody.colby@verizon.net
https://taichiforhealthpittsburgh.com/
mailto:sunsethillsCE@gmail.com
mailto:sunsethillsCE@gmail.com
https://www.breathein2it.com/
https://www.breathein2it.com/
https://www.breathein2it.com/
https://www.breathein2it.com/


 

 

     

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Week of: Praying for: 

April 7th ............ Susan Pochek & Ryan  

 Harriet Rickard 

April 14th .......... Amy Riley   

 Mike & Carla Robinson 

April 21st .......... Beth Romig 

 Rosemary Romig 

April 28th  ......... The Sembrat family; Matt,  

 Brienne, Colby & Ty 

 Tom & Judy Stacey 

 

  

   

Prayer Circle 
We ask that every week you take a moment and 

add these people to your daily prayers. 

 

Sunset Hills Book Club 
May Book of  

the Month 

The Heaven & Earth  

Grocery Store 

By James McBride 

May 29th – 7:30 pm 

 In Person 

In 1972, when workers in Pottstown, 

Pennsylvania, were digging the  

foundations for a new development, the last thing they 

expected to find was a skeleton at the bottom of a well. 

Who the skeleton was and how it got there were two of the 

long-held secrets kept by the residents of Chicken Hill, the 

dilapidated neighborhood where immigrant Jews and 

African Americans lived side by side and shared ambitions 

and sorrows. Chicken Hill was where Moshe and Chona 

Ludlow lived when Moshe integrated his theater and 

where Chona ran the Heaven & Earth Grocery Store. 

When the state came looking for a deaf boy to 

institutionalize him, it was Chona and Nate Timblin, the 

Black janitor at Moshe’s theater and the unofficial leader 

of the Black community on Chicken Hill, who worked 

together to keep the boy safe. 

(Amazon Book Description) 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 

Dee Borman 

 

 

 

  

 

April Birthdays 

 4 Bailey Farabaugh 14 Matt Sembrat 

10 Alie Daniels 19 Mike Duffner 

  Linda DeBor 20 Jan Paulsen 

  Sean Matson 21 Katie Jordan 

  Marie Noonan 22 John Ellis IV  

11 Bill Gracey 29 Charles Mullen 

  Judy Phillips   
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June 2024 
Empress of the Nile 

by Lynne Olson 

Meeting on June 26th    

In Person 

 

 

  

 

SHIM Food Donations 

April 2024 

This month, we will be collecting Baby Food. 
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Office Closed 

Monday, April 1st  

The church office will be closed on Monday, April 1st. 

No Book Club in April 

Because Pastor Laura will be on her pilgrimage, there will 

not be a meeting at the end of the month.  Instead, Pastor 

Laura has scheduled two events. 

▪ On Tuesday, April 16th, the Book Club will head to the 

 Frick Museum.  Meet at the church at to carpool to the 

 museum for a 9:15 am departure.                   Cost: $22 

▪ On Wednesday, April 17th The Book Club will gather in 

 Findley Hall at 6:30 pm to watch the first 2 episodes of 

 A Gentleman from Moscow. Bring a snack to share and 

 be ready to discuss when we are done. 

 

Pastor Laura Away 

April 21st – May 2nd  

Pastor Laura will be away for the Japanese Pilgrimage.  

If you have a pastoral emergency outside of office hours, 

please call Bev Knasko at (412)563-7154. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health & Wellness 
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With a foundation in faith built in the early years, our youth can teach us something about leading movements for change in 

their own communities and in the world. Gifts to the Pentecost Offering are helping to provide opportunities for young people 

to grow and share in their faith in Christ. The gifts we share will help young people learn important lessons about life and faith. 

And children, youth, and young adults can teach us new things and help us shape our faith, too.  

 

 

April 1 – May 19 


