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IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you, all things are passing: God never changers. Patience obtains all things.
-Teresa of Avila, Spanish Mystic

Patience is not passive. It’s the sacred rhythm of trusting the land, the seasons, and the Spirit to bring forth what we cannot rush. 
-Kaitlin Curtice, Potawatomi Christian Theologian

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE

Campanile Bells: Come, Christians, Join to Sing	arr. L. Larson

Announcements

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Prayer of Preparation

Bagpipes: Be Still My Soul		 Mychael Morohovich
Call to Worship: 						Liturgist: Tim  Fako
Leader: Come, you who wait on the Lord, you who are exhausted of the slow work of grace.  Come with your questions, your weariness, your restless hearts—
People: God meets us here with steadfast love, and invites us into the quiet strength of patience.

*Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God	No. 260
*Call to Confession:
We confess not only our sins, but our impatience: With God, with others, and with ourselves. Let us bring our hurried hearts before the One who never tires of offering grace. Let us pray together the prayer of confession.

*Prayer of Confession:
Holy God, You are patient with us. Yet we are not always patient with you. We rush through life. We rush through prayer. We rush past those in our world in need, the oppressed, the overlooked, the forgotten. Forgive us for our unwillingness to wait, and for the ways our impatience wounds those around us. Teach us your slow, steady way of love. Fill us with the fruit of patience, so we might reflect your character in a world that longs for peace. In Jesus' name, Amen. (Silent Confession)

*Assurance of Pardon:
Leader: Beloved, hear this good news: the Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Be still and know that God is at work in you—patiently, lovingly, faithfully.
People:  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

*Response: Alleluia!
All creatures, your Creator bless,
And worship God in humbleness.
O sing ye!  Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!
O sing ye!  Alleluia!
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

*The Passing of the Peace, American Sign Language
	Leader: Peace be with you.
	People: And also with you.

Campanile Bells: A Time for Joy	C. Dobrinski

	HEARING GOD’S WORD



The Blessing of the Kirken

Children’s Story Time

Scripture Readings: 

Old Testament: Proverbs 14:29
Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but one who has a hasty temper exalts folly.

New Testament Romans 12:12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.

New Testament Galatians 5:22-23 
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.

Leader: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon	Rev. Dr. Laura Strauss 


RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Anthem: Let the Whole World Sing Out His Praise	T. Eggleston

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord—conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
On the third day he rose from the dead and ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Joys, Concerns, & Testimonies

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presenting Gifts, Tithes and Offerings

Prayer of Dedication

*Response:  Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

DEPARTING TO SERVE

Hymn:  Stir Your Church, O God, Our Father (Tune: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee)
Stir your church, O God, our Father, move throughout its life today;
Cultivate a sense of mission in our hearts and minds, we pray.
Help us to renew commitment to a way of ministry
Which interprets for our culture how your truth can make us free.

Make your church a living witness to the power of its Lord;
Send us to the world around us with your Spirit and your Word:
To the inner city turmoil, to affluent suburbs too –
To all those who need your message, send us forth to tell of you.

Give to us a social conscience which enables us to see
That all folk are your creation and that they have dignity.
Let us feel, with real compassion, needs of body, mind, and soul;
For these needs may we provide your ministry which makes them whole.

Challenge us, O God, our Father, to the tasks which must be done
For your church to find fulfillment in the way taught by your Son.
With awareness of our purpose, with commitment to your call,
May we help prepare the time when Christ will reign as Lord of all.
CCLI #1065469

*Benediction:
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you; wherever he may send you; may he guide you through the wilderness; protect you through the storm; may he bring you home rejoicing; at the wonders he has shown you; may he bring you home rejoicing; once again into our doors.

*Bagpipes: Here I Am, Lord	Mychael Morohovich

*Postlude: Hymn Medley	Mychael Morohovich


Chancel Flowers were given by Dave and Michelle Brumfield in honor of our children

Happy Birthday to Mary Abbot (26th), Randy Farabaugh (28th), Alexandria Vernacchio (28th), Julianna Ellis (29th), Beverly Knasko (31st), Ryan Pochek (31st)

Deacon Greeter(s)/Flower Deliveries Made By: Mike Duffner & Jonathan Fako

Most Needed Items for SHIM: Dried beans, lentils, pasta sauce in jars, cereal & oatmeal, soup, condiments, spices, adult diapers, baby diapers (size 4-6), dog and cat food, and personal care items.

SHIM Clothing Closet: Accepting donations of clothes (in season), shoes, and linens (no large household items). Located at the Church of Nazarene (5601 Library Road). Drop-off hours: Mondays 10:00 am until 1:00 pm.  If you are not able to deliver your donations during their hours, you can leave them in the closet outside of Findley Hall and a Mission Commission member will deliver them for you.

Hospital visits by Pastor Laura can be scheduled through the church office.  If you or someone you know is having surgery or is in the hospital, please let us know so that Pastor Laura can be there to visit and pray with you and your loved ones.
Scheduling a Meeting with Pastor Laura: If you would like to meet with Pastor Laura to discuss a matter that is not a medical or pastoral care emergency, please reach out to her.  You can contact her via email at revlaurastrauss@gmail.com or by calling the church office at (412) 561-6261 to schedule a meeting. Dropping in to say “hi” is always appreciated, but scheduling a meeting ensures that Pastor Laura can dedicate the necessary time to your discussion if needed.

PRAYER LIST
Prayer Circle—Jackie Elborn, John & Patricia Ellis

October—The Family of Jett Owsley, Patty Masic (cousin of Cheryl Ursitz), Baby Calliope & Family, Dee Schlueter, Harriet Ross, Cookie Bruschi, and all those facing illegal and unethical deportation. 

Ongoing –Ron Sumner; Nancy Brumfield; Mya Kelly; Joanna; Becca; our mission co-workers at the U.S.-Mexico border, the Rev. Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar and their children, Cindy, Anna Flor, and Nathan; our sister church in Malawi, Africa, Litchenza CCAP; our WorldVision child, Pabatso Makhalanyane; and all those who are affected by natural disasters.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Welcome Visitors! If you are worshiping here for the first time today, welcome! We are glad to have you with us.

· Offering The offering is collected following worship by an elder at the back of the sanctuary who will be holding an offering basket. We can also give online by going to shupchurch.org. Our gifts take many forms: open-hearted presence here, voices lifted in song, the prayers that rise in us, the material gifts we share with neighbors, and our willingness to live in a world as allies and advocates for those whose needs are overlooked. The monies we bring symbolize the offering of our lives in all circumstances. Thank you for your support of the Owsley family and for your continued prayers.

· Book Club: Wednesday, Oct. 29 The church book club will meet on Wednesday, October 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the church library. October's book is Richard Osman's novel, We Solve Murders. The following book club meeting will be on Wednesday, November 19 and will discuss Joan Chittister's The Gift of Years.

· Fall Immunization Clinic: Today, after worship

· Trick or Treat at the Church: All members are invited to pass out candy from the front steps of the church from 6-8 pm. Pizza and pop will be provided

· Articles for The Messenger:  If you plan on submitting an article for The Messenger, please do so by the 15th of each month.  
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Welcome to
Sunset Hills
United Presbyterian Church
Phone: 412-561-6261
Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
900 Country Club Dr. Pittsburgh, PA 15228
www.shupchurch.org

CHURCH CALENDAR

Sun, Oct. 26
9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
	10:15 am – Worship–Sanctuary
	10:45 am – Children’s Church–Room 113
4:00 pm – AA–Findley Hall

Mon, Oct 27
1:00 pm – Women’s Bible Study-Findley
4:00 pm – Quilters-Findley

Tue, Oct 28
12:30 pm – Bible Study-Cort
7:00 pm – Square Dancing-Crystal

Wed, Oct 29
10:00 am – Days for Girls
6:30 pm – Tai Chi-Crystal
7:30 pm – Book Club

Thur, Oct 30
7:00 pm – Yoga

Fri, Oct 31
5:00 pm – AA
6:00 pm – Trick or Treat
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