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The church building will remain
closed through the month of July.
Please note, this means that only
members of the SHUP staff are
permitted to enter the building.
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A Message from Pastor Laura
As subversive as any parable, this study not only offers readers new ears
for hearing stories we thought we knew by heart; it also shakes the faithful
where we most need to be shaken.
– Barbara Brown Taylor, on Short Stories By Jesus.

Our Lord is a story-teller….and, oh my goodness, is he
a good story-teller! He is a Messiah worthy of his own
podcast, a column in The New Yorker, or a spot on the
Good Reads Best-Sellers list. His stories are memorable to the point that
even those who don’t follow him know his work and hold opinions on it
– The Parable of the Prodigal Son, The Parable of the Good Samaritan,
and the list continues. Jesus Christ, Lord and Messiah, is the author of
the universe AND the author of the best tales this world has to offer.
Therefore, we are going to study them! We are focusing our adult Sunday
School and Sunday worship services on the stories of Jesus. This focus
will be brought to us by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine through her book, Short
Stories By Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi. We
will hear these parables the way their original listeners would have heard
them. We will look at them with fresh eyes, from a new perspective, and
twist these parables around by the power of the Holy Spirit to seek further
understanding of Jesus’s message for us today.
I look forward to being challenged by Jesus Christ’s parables alongside
you this summer! The Lord be with you!
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Laura

July Worship Service
Drive-In Worship
The Session of Sunset Hills along
with the Re-entry team has been
working diligently to get us back to
normal. Unfortunately, due to the
numerous “unknowns” associated
with COVID-19, they have decided
that we are not ready to gather for
service in the Sanctuary. The safety
of our church family is more
important than returning to the
building at this time.
However, Session would like to see
you as well and a plan has been
made. Please join us for worship
OUTSIDE for the month of July!
That’s right, we are having a
“Drive-In Service.”

Pastor Laura will be outside in the
parking lot to hold the service. All
you have to do is drive in, park, stay
in your car and listen. (In the case of
inclement weather, Pastor Laura will
do the service from inside the
building; you will still be able to
listen from inside your car).
Because there will be no access to
facilities

facilities, Pastor Laura is planning on
keeping the service shorter than
usual. Although this is not ideal, we
are excited to be able to see your
faces and wave from a distance. In
the meantime, the Re-entry team and
Session will continue to work on a
plan to get us safely back in the
sanctuary soon.

Music Notes

By Shelby Gracey
As we’ve been living through the
Covid-19 pandemic, so much has
changed in our world! Since the
beginning of time, the church has
endured
multiple
trials
and
tribulations, depending on the
situations happening around it. Such
was the case in 1866 when Pastor
Samuel J. Stone wrote the hymn, The
Church’s One Foundation. It was
Stone’s desire to write a hymn that
would reaffirm the lordship of Christ
as the foundation of the church,
despite
all
the
controversy
surrounding theology at the time.
“Described as the poor man’s pastor,
Samuel Stone demonstrated his firm
belief in the church as the instrument
of Christ for meeting the needs of
people.
He spent much time
ministering to the poor and
underprivileged

underprivileged people in London’s
East End. It was said that ‘he created
a beautiful place of worship for the
humble folk and made it a center of
light in dark places.’
“This is what the local church was
meant to be – a spiritual hospital for
hurting humanity, never an exclusive
private club for self-righteous
Christians. Called out from the world
by God for Himself, the church
consists of people who meet regularly
for worship, inspiration, instruction,
and fellowship (even if it’s remotely!)
After that, Christ our Head sends His
own back into the world to represent
Him and to model His love for all
mankind.” What better instructions
could we ask for to help us all
navigate through these stormy
waters?!

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus
Christ her Lord; she is His new
creation by water and the Word; from
heav’n He came and sought her to be
His holy bride; with His own blood
He bought her, and for her life, He
died.
Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er
all the earth, her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth; one
holy name she blesses, partakes one
holy food, and to one hope she
presses, with ev’ry grace endued.
Yet she on earth hath union with God
the Three in One, and mystic sweet
communion with those whose rest is
won; O happy ones and holy! Lord,
give us grace that we, like them, the
meek and lowly, on high may dwell
with Thee.

(“Amazing Grace: 366 Inspiring Hymn Stories for Daily Devotions,”
Kenneth W. Osbeck, Kregel Publications, 2002, p. 114.)
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Children’s Footprints…
By Barb Clark
This week I have been drawn to
Daniel in the Old Testament. The
caption in my Bible under Daniel
says, “The Power to Stand.” It seems
like it fits right now at this time in our
nation. The story goes like this: four
young Israelites are taken into the
Babylonian Court after King
Nebuchadnezzar comes to Jerusalem
and besieges it. These four men are
handpicked to be perfect specimens
of the Jewish people. They are of
royal lineage. They are the finest of
Judah.
They are groomed and
educated for service in the royal court
of this pagan king who does not
honor the God of the Jews. And
still…God uses this tragic situation
for good. Daniel 1:17 says, “To these
four young men, God gave
knowledge and skill in every aspect
of literature and wisdom, Daniel also
was given insights into all visions and
dreams.” And, did they ever make
changes! God uses evil for good. I
believe good is going to come out of
our national situation, too!

answer he has been seeking for quite
some time. He asked, “My Lord,
what shall be the outcome of these
things?” God responds, “Go your
way, Daniel. Many shall be purified,
cleansed and refined but the wicked
shall continue to act wickedly. “

The sidebar of my Spiritual
Formation Bible declares, “We must
do what we can, evil is overcome ‘not
by human hands’ but by the power of
God.” This is really good news for
us! God will keep on working on evil
until it is defeated. Is it the appointed
time for you to be involved in that
work?

Flamingos Are Back!
Do you know someone who has a
special celebration coming up
soon? Why don’t you consider
flocking their yard with the
SHUP flamingos? It only costs
$25 and all proceeds will go
toward funding the 2021 Youth
Mission Trips.

The book of Daniel is about seeing
confrontations, working through
them with God’s guidance, praying
for resolve as a community and
waiting. At the end of Daniel, Daniel
has yet another vision; this one an
answer

If you would like to send a flock
to someone’s house, please
contact Barb or visit the Youth
Mission Page on our website to
submit a request.

I see all the divisions and the battles
that are ensuing in our nation. I
believe our best option is to hold
individuals accountable and continue
moving towards peace and equality
for all. Prayer plays a significant part
in that process. Let us gather as a
community and be in continual
prayer for our country and our
leaders, for the oppressed and for our
law enforcement.
Blessings,
Barb
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New Door for SHUP
If you have driven by SHUP
recently, you may have noticed
that we are doing our best to keep
the building well maintained until
everyone can return. In addition
to the gardening (Jody & Beth),
the grass maintenance (Ryan) and
other small projects (Monday
Morning Marvels) we had a new
door installed on the Crystal Drive
entrance.
The old door had
become a security nightmare in
recent months due to its inability
to close properly and was replaced
in late May by Firewicz
Commercial Doors. The new
doors were funded and made
possible as a result of a grant
awarded by the Mt. Lebanon
Community Foundation’s fund
and
the
Rinald
Family
endowment. Thanks to both of
these groups for providing SHUP
the necessary funds to continue to
add to the security of our building
as well as for our nursery school
children and staff.
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Mission News
The Mission Commission is excited to
give you an update on Rev. Mark
Adams and his wife, Miriam
Maldonado Escobar, our PCUSA
mission partners who serve at the
Mexican border through Frontera de
Cristo.
In March Rev. Mark and Miriam were
told that they would need to return to
the US in order to “shelter in place.”
After reflection, they opted to request
an exemption so that they could stay
in Mexico with their community. Per
Rev. Mark …Although we know that
we will be separated from them in this
time of physical distancing with no
gathered worship, or vigils, events,
meetings or meals, the message that
we would give to our partners by
removing
ourselves
from
the
community in this time of crisis is not
something that we feel called to do.
Like us, they have had to adapt so that
they could continue to be a “presence”
in the lives of the people in their
community.
The Children’s Enrichment Team was
counsel

able to continue to educate and
counsel the children by using a
“combination of Stephen Ministry and
individual tutoring.”
The women who work at DouglaPrieta
Trabaja, have been able to continue to
sew items to sell and have added
hospital gowns and masks to their list
after a request from the local hospital.
DTP is also able to keep their gardens
and livestock maintained during this
time. By doing this, the men and
women who are there to work,
continue to learn valuable skills and
lessons they will need become selfsufficient
The garden that is located at the
Migrant
Resource
Center
is
maintained by a couple, Don Roberto
& Dona Lupe, who are waiting to be
granted asylum into the US. The
produce from the garden is being used
by CAME (the migrant shelter).
Rev. Mark
few virtual
they hold
Thursday’s
Conver

and Miriam have held a
events. Every Tuesday
border vigils and on
they have “Coffee and
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Conversations.” They also preached
at the Columbia Seminary graduation
and have been meeting with churches
across the US to talk about their
mission.
In addition to all of that, they continue
to sell their Café Justo. The coffee is
100% organic roasted coffee. Buying
the coffee beans from the local
farmers helps them earn an income
and the proceeds from the sales of the
coffee are used for COVID-19 relief
and to create food baskets for the
families who have been negatively
impacted by the pandemic.
If you would like to buy some coffee
and help Rev. Mark & Miriam
continue their missions in Mexico,
please Click here. To learn more
about Frontera de Cristo please visit
their
website
at
http://fronteradecristo.org/. You can
sign up to receive their monthly
newsletter and/or request to receive an
invitation to one of their upcoming
virtual events.

Finance Office Update

From Karen Comstock

It seems like forever since we have been
together, even though it has only been a
few months. But as time marches on, so
does the work we do. In that spirit, I wish
to thank everyone for their continued
dedication to the mission and ministry of
this church. Your continued support in
prayer and the sharing of your gifts has
kept us going through these past few
months.
You should know that while we have had
to make a few adjustments to how we do
things, we have been very conscious to
adhere to strict accounting practices.
Check signing, counting, deposits, just to

name a few, have all continued to operate
with safeguards in place, while keeping
with restrictions put in place to safeguard
those involved with social distancing
guidelines.
I am in the process of generating
Statements of Giving, so if you have not
already received yours, one will soon be
coming your way.
It is important to note that the date that
offerings are recorded is the date that
deposits were made. This may differ
from your check date, or your online
giving date. To limit the number of times
that counters were called into the

building, checks were held until a number
were ready to deposit. With online
giving, the date that your donation is
made is not the date it is recorded. There
is always a lag between the date you
make an offering online, and the date it is
processed. Then there is another day for
the deposit to reach our bank account.
That is when it is recorded here at the
church.
If you would like a
reconciliation, I can provide that to you
upon request.
Thank you for all you have done, and all
you continue to do for our Church, and
we look forward to seeing you all very
soon.

Financial Statement Update as of 05/31/20
2020
2020
Variance
Budget
Actual
Fav. (Unfav.)
INCOME:
Pledges, loose offering
Designated mission giving
Flowers
Per capita
Interest / Nursery school / misc.
Transfer - Endowments
Total income
EXPENSE:
Adm. & personnel
Christian Education
Communications
Cong. Care & Community Outreach
Facilities
Mission *
Stewardship
Worship & music
Total expense
Surplus (deficit)

80,721
781
1,105
1,415
211
56,993

79,282
573
485
1,531
204
55,811

(1,439)
(208)
(620)
116
(7)
(1,182)

141,226

137,886

(3,340)

(87,660)
(8,895)
(869)
(175)
(24,636)
(4,817)
(5,452)
(2,168)
(134,672)

(84,961)
(2,885)
(1,484)
(48)
(20,667)
(4,536)
(4,618)
(1,340)
(120,539)

2,699
6,010
(615)
127
3,969
281
834
828
14,133

17,347

10,793

6,554
* - includes 5% mission accrual.
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July Activities
Other than our worship service, our July activities will continue to be online using Zoom, YouTube or Facebook. Links for
the YouTube and Facebook activities can be found on our website shupchurch.org. If you are interested in joining a Zoom
5
event, please contact the person listed with that activity (e-mail addresses are listed on page 1 of the Messenger) and a link
will be emailed to you. The information will also continue to be included in the weekly e-mails that are sent every Friday.

Weekly
Men’s Bible Study
Tuesdays - 7:00 pm
Dave Petty and Jonathan Fako will finish up their study of
The Christian Atheist by Craig Groeshel on July 14th.

Adult Sunday School
8:15 am
The Adult Sunday School Class has been moved to an
earlier time in July. This will allow members to participate
in the class and still be able to make it to the church for
Sunday service. Pastor Laura will continue the class using
Zoom. Zoom doors open at 8:00 am for conversation before
class starts.

Children’s Church
Wednesday’s - 4:00 pm
New Day & Time! All children K-5th grade are invited to
join Barb Clark for this Zoom class to learn about the love of
Jesus.

Sunday Worship Service
10:15 am
Outdoor Service! Pastor Laura will continue to post a video
of the service to our YouTube channel. The video will be
posted the Monday after the service.

Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 7:00 pm
Barb Clark will lead this class using Zoom. This class will
finish up their study of Before Amen by Max Lucado on July
1st and begin a new study on July 15th.

Youth Group Live
Sunday - 2:00 pm
Barb Clark will lead this class using Zoom. Youth Group
will be meeting on July 12th & 26th this month.

Special Events
Graduation Sunday
July 26th
During worship we will celebrate our 2020 graduates and
hand out the Mehaffey Scholarships.

Confirmation Sunday
July 5th
Please plan on attending our “drive-in” worship service on
July 5th to celebrate with our 2020 confirmands.

Sunset Hills
Summer Book Club
Thursday, July 30th - 7:00 pm
Our book for July is Anthony Ray Hinton’s book The Sun Does Shine: How I Found
Life and Freedom on Death Row. Hinton writes about spending thirty years on
death row for a crime he did not commit, and his release because of the tireless work
of his lawyer, Bryan Stevenson. Join Pastor Laura using Zoom to discuss this
memoir that addresses prison reform and the power of faith and forgiveness.
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The entire Gracey & Obarsky families would like to thank you all for your love and care for Sarajane and
Luke as they celebrated their wedding on June 14, 2020. While their original plans were thwarted by COVID19, they made the best of the situation and were still united in marriage on that date. Their wish was to be
able to share their ceremony with the entire church family, but the day was celebrated instead with a small,
family ceremony in the Memorial Garden at SHUP. 7
A big THANK YOU to all the many people who shared
their love for the couple with the drive-by parade following the eremony. You helped to make their day one
that they’ll never forget! Thank you all from the bottom of our hearts!
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July Birthdays & Holidays
1
4
7
8
9
10
13
18

Angela Ellis, Dave Petty
Happy 4th of July!
Carole McCullough
Tristan Zeglin
Eliza Duffner
Sallie Beaumariage, Harriet Rickard
Tom Duffner
Lynne Blanning

20 Becky Rickard
23 Lucy Tang
24 Lorryn Ernst, Sara Ernst,
Janet Grosso
29 Ben Kennedy
30 Lynda Hoffman
31 Lyssa Allison, Dee Borman,
Pamela Enterline

Prayer List
Carolyn Caldwell
JoAnne Enterline
Walter Jackson
Phyllis and Dick Moore

Dear Rev. Strauss,
For children and families in southwestern Pennsylvania, your gift to the Greater Pittsburgh
Community Food Bank arrived just in time.

Online Giving
Don’t forget…SHUP
now offers online
giving! You can donate
to SHUP, your favorite
mission or pay for your
flamingo flocking from
your computer or
smartphone.
Just go to our website
and click on “Donate”
or
go to https://get.tithe.ly/
or
download the Tithe.ly
app to create an account
today!

When school is out, children lose access to school breakfast and lunch programs. As a
result, hardworking families struggle to provide for their children. Since March, this has
been the difficult reality for so many local families. Parents have taken on the added cost
of daycare even while facing decreased wages. It’s a massive weight to bear.
Your summer contribution of $750 changes all that. Your generosity helps ensure
children, families and seniors in our community have enough food to eat during the
difficult summer months.
Your generous gift is especially important today, as our community faces the COVID-19
outbreak. The Food Bank is committed to continuing our services during this difficult
time, and we are working to adapt our distributions in order to best keep our community
safe. To stay updated on the Food Bank’s response and how you can help, you can visit
pittsburghfoodbank.org. Thanks again for your care and concern for our neighbors in
need!
With Much Gratitude,
Lisa A. Scales
President & CEO
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