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November 9, 2025
22nd Sunday After Pentecost



IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

The cross is God’s critique of power; the resurrection is God’s vindication of the powerless.
James Cone, American Theologian

The resurrection means the worst thing is never the last thing.
Frederick Buechner, Presbyterian Theologian

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE
This morning’s music is in honor of Veteran’s Day

Prelude

Announcements

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Prayer of Preparation

Introit: O Beautiful for Spacious Skies (vs. 3)
O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life!
America!  America!  God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!

Call to Worship: 	Liturgist: Marla Bruschi
Leader: Come, all who are searching for a place to belong. Come, all who long for welcome, friendship, and grace.
People: We come because God draws us near—in questions and conversations, in strangers who become companions. 
Leader: Let us worship the God who welcomes outsiders, builds community across every boundary, and makes a home for all.
People: Thanks be to God—Amen!

*Hymn: When Will People Cease Their Fighting? (Tune: What a Friend…)	No. 401

*Call to Confession:	
Home is where we are fully known and fully loved—and yet, we confess how often we deny others that same welcome. Let us confess the ways we make outsiders of the very people God is calling family. Trusting in God’s mercy, we pray together the prayer of confession.

*Prayer of Confession:
Gracious God, we confess that we close doors You would open. We draw boundaries around who belongs and who does not. We hesitate to welcome the stranger, the seeker, the one who asks hard questions. Forgive us. Like Philip, make us willing to listen. Like the traveler, make us bold to ask and to trust. Like Your Spirit, make us a people of wide embrace, who see every person as part of Your story. In Your mercy, restore us. In Your love, make us whole. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon:
Here is the good news: The traveler went on his way rejoicing—not because he had all the answers, but because he had been welcomed, seen, blessed, and made at home in the family of God. That same welcome is for us. Friends, hear and believe: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. We are welcomed with grace, belonging, and joy.
People: Thanks be to God. Amen! 

*Response: Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 
World without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Passing of the Peace, American Sign Language
	Leader: Peace be with you.
	People: And also with you.





Anthem: A Prayer for Our Time	P & J Martin
(Please stand and join us singing verse 3)
There is no tyrant who can stand against our sure Defender’s hand.
No threat or danger can defeat the strong and righteous Prince of Peace.
Eternal Father, ever be our fortress in the time of need.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

Hymn: Jesus Loves Me! 

Children’s Story Time

Scripture Readings:

Old Testament: Isaiah 53:1-7
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. 4 Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

New Testament: Acts 8:26-40
 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south[a] to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31 He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 34 The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’[b] 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip[c] baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Leader: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon	Rev. Dr. Laura Strauss 


RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Hymn: Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands (vs. 1, 2, & 5)	F. Kaan

Put peace into each other’s hands and like a treasure hold it; 
Protect it like a candle flame, with tenderness enfold it.

Put peace into each other’s hands with loving expectation;
Be gentle in your words and ways, in touch with God’s creation.

Put Christ into each other’s hands, He is love’s deepest measure;
In love make peace, give peace a chance and share it like a treasure.

Affirmation of Faith: From the Confession of 1967
To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as God’s reconciling community. This community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation, and shares God’s labor of healing the enmities, which separate people from God and from one another. The church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. The church is called to love the world as God has loved. The church is called to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

A Future with Hope: Stewardship Season	       Elder Tim Fako	         

Joys, Concerns, & Testimonies

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presenting Gifts, Tithes and Offerings

Prayer of Dedication

*Response:  Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

DEPARTING TO SERVE

Hymn: Let There Be Peace on Earth	Wood & Miller
Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our creator, family all are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally!
Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.

CCLI # 1065469

*Benediction (to be sung)
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*Postlude
*If you are able to do so, please stand


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Chancel Flowers were given by the Abbot Family in memory of Rita Abbot & Beatrice Roper

Happy Birthday to Keith Yanda (11th), Leslie Ney (13th), 

Deacon Greeter(s)/Flower Deliveries Made By: Harriet Rickard & Leslie Ney

Most Needed Items for SHIM: Dried beans, lentils, pasta sauce in jars, cereal & oatmeal, soup, condiments, spices, adult diapers, baby diapers (size 4-6), dog and cat food, and personal care items.

SHIM Clothing Closet: Accepting donations of clothes (in season), shoes, and linens (no large household items). Located at the Church of Nazarene (5601 Library Road). Drop-off hours: Mondays 10:00 am until 1:00 pm.  If you are not able to deliver your donations during their hours, you can leave them in the closet outside of Findley Hall and a Mission Commission member will deliver them for you.

Hospital visits by Pastor Laura can be scheduled through the church office.  If you or someone you know is having surgery or is in the hospital, please let us know so that Pastor Laura can be there to visit and pray with you and your loved ones.

Scheduling a Meeting with Pastor Laura: If you would like to meet with Pastor Laura to discuss a matter that is not a medical or pastoral care emergency, please reach out to her.  You can contact her via email at revlaurastrauss@gmail.com or by calling the church office at (412) 561-6261 to schedule a meeting. Dropping in to say “hi” is always appreciated, but scheduling a meeting ensures that Pastor Laura can dedicate the necessary time to your discussion if needed.

PRAYER LIST
[bookmark: _Hlk210764633](Please contact the church office if you would like to add or update a prayer request.)

Prayer Circle: Julianna Ellis & Jacey Ellis

November—Bill Lucas (back surgery), Rev. Elizabeth Wallace (diagnosed with breast cancer), David Beckstrom (Jill Fako’s cousin, diagnosed with cancer)

Ongoing –Ron Sumner; Nancy Brumfield; Mya Kelly; Joanna; Becca; our mission co-workers at the U.S.-Mexico border, the Rev. Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar and their children, Cindy, Anna Flor, and Nathan; our sister church in Malawi, Africa, Litchenza CCAP; our WorldVision child, Pabatso Makhalanyane; and all those who are affected by natural disasters.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Welcome Visitors! If you are worshiping here for the first time today, welcome! We are glad to have you with us. 

· Offering The offering is collected following worship by an elder at the back of the sanctuary who will be holding an offering basket. We can also give online by going to shupchurch.org. Our gifts take many forms: open-hearted presence here, voices lifted in song, the prayers that rise in us, the material gifts we share with neighbors, and our willingness to live in a world as allies and advocates for those whose needs are overlooked. The monies we bring symbolize the offering of our lives in all circumstances.

· Call for Bakers: The Deacons’ Cookie Sale will take place December 6th, and there is need for  baking volunteers. A sign-up sheet will be outside of Findley Hall and the Deacons request that cookies be dropped off at the church between 6-8 pm on Friday, December 5th. 

· Read the New Testament in the ’26: A Bible reading and discussion group will begin in the New Year, with the objective of reading the New Testament in its entirety by the end of the year. It will take place one evening a month at the home of Jeff Allison. Call or text Jeff at 412-780-3787 for details and sign ups. 

· Christmas Stockings: As we’ve done the past two years, during the season of Advent & Christmas, we will be collecting small, travel-sized toiletry items (deodorant, tooth brushes, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, lotion, etc. – but no disposable razors please!) These items will be distributed to Familylinks – a local nonprofit organization in the South Hills that services youth, adults, and seniors.  Their mission is to positively impact lives through integrated community, behavioral, and social programs.  They have expanded their emergency shelter capacity by 50% and are always in need of personal care items for their shelter visitors.  During each of the four Sundays of Advent (starting November 30), stockings will be hung on the ends of the pews down the center aisle of the sanctuary.  Please place your items into the stockings when you come in for worship.  The stockings will be emptied following worship each Sunday, and all items collected will be distributed to Familylinks in early January.  Thank you for participating in this important mission and ministry! 

· Adult Sunday School: A Child Is Born The adult Sunday School class will be studying Amy-Jill Levine's Advent series entitled, A Child is Born. We will discover the connections between ancient birth stories and the Nativity of Jesus. The series discusses the births of Isaac and Ishmael, Samson, and Samuel to reveal how they foreshadow and enrich the Christmas story. The study begins on Sunday, November 30 and will run through Sunday, December 21. Sunday School meets at 9:00 a.m. in Findley Hall, and coffee is provided.

· You're Invited to Thanksgiving Dinner! SHUP families and their loved ones are invited to join us on Sunday, November 16 for a churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner at 5:00 p.m. Turkey and stuffing will be provided. Everyone is invited to bring a side dish or dessert to share. Come, ye thankful people, come!

· Food Drive Challenge! With SNAP and WIC benefits currently paused, many families in our community are facing unexpected food insecurity. So, let’s respond with generosity—and a little friendly competition! Starting this Sunday through November 23, we’ll hold a sanctuary food-drive challenge. The left side of the sanctuary will compete against the right side to see who can bring the most non-perishable food items. Two laundry baskets will be placed in the front pews—one for each side. Bring your items forward anytime before or after worship and place them in your team’s basket. At the end of the challenge, the side with the most donations wins (and Pastor Laura will serve as judge—her one time judging the congregation!). All donations will go to our local food pantry to help families in need. Let’s have some fun and fill those baskets! 

· Book Club: Wednesday, Nov. 19  The church book club will meet on Wednesday, November 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the church library. November’s book is The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister. The following book club meeting will be on Wednesday, December 17, and will discuss Dava Sobel’s Galileo’s Daughter: A Historical Memoir of Science, Faith, and Love.

· 2026 Per Capita Giving—Per capita giving represents approximately 42% of the income for the presbytery. The Presbytery relies heavily on this support from our churches and you—not only to manage the business aspects of our ministry, but also to carry out our shared mission. We invite you to prayerfully consider contributing your congregation’s per capita apportionment of $40 per member and, if possible, offering an additional gift to Pittsburgh Presbytery’s General Mission support. Your generosity helps sustain the vital ministries and shared mission we carry out together within our Presbytery. 

· Articles for The Messenger:  If you plan on submitting an article for The Messenger, please do so by the 15th of each month.  
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Welcome to
Sunset Hills
United Presbyterian Church
Phone: 412-561-6261
Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
900 Country Club Dr. Pittsburgh, PA 15228
www.shupchurch.org

CHURCH CALENDAR


Sun, Nov 9
  9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
  	9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
	10:15 am – Worship–Sanctuary
	10:45 am – Children’s Church–Room 113
  4:00 pm – AA–Findley Hall

Mon, Nov 10
  1:00 pm – Women’s Bible Study

Tue, Nov 11
12:30 pm Tuesday Women’s Bible Study
  6:30 pm – Campanile Bells–Choir Room
  7:00 pm – Square Dance Class–Crystal
	  7:00 pm – Counseling Group–Cort
  7:30 pm – Chancel Choir–Choir Room















Wed, Nov 12
10:00 am – Days for Girls
4:00 pm – Quilters
6:30 pm – Tai Chi–Crystal Hall

Thur, Nov 13
7:00 pm – Yoga–Crystal Hall

Fri, Nov 14
5:00 pm – AA–Cort Room

Sun, Nov 16
  9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
  9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
	10:15 am – Worship–Sanctuary
	10:45 am – Children’s Church–Room 113
5:00 pm – Thanksgiving at the Church
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