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Sunset Hills United
Presbyterian Church
900 Country Club Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15228
www.shupchurch.org
10:15 am WORSHIP
October 25, 2026
22nd Sunday After Pentecost


	IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP



“If God has given graces to some good women, revealing to them something holy and good through Holy Scripture, should they, for the sake of the defamers of the truth, refrain from writing down, speaking, or declaring it?”
– Marie Dentiere, Reformed Theologian, A Very Useful Epistle, 1539

“I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae…Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives who were in prison with me; they are prominent among the apostles…”
– Romans 16:1-2, 7

	[bookmark: _Hlk210743292]ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE



Campanile Bells: Rejoice, the Lord Is King!	arr. L. Larson

Announcements

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Prayer of Preparation

Bagpipes: Hyfrodol	Mychael Morohovich

Call to Worship: 	      Liturgist: Marla Bruschi

One: We come to worship the God who speaks.
All: Give us ears to hear.
One: We come carrying ancient stories and present questions.
All: Give us wisdom to discern.
One: We come with traditions that have formed us and interpretations that have changed us.
All: Give us humility to keep learning.
One: We come trusting that truth does not fear examination.
All: Give us courage to wrestle faithfully.
One: Come, people of God: bring your faith, your questions, your intellect, and your imagination.
All: Together, let us seek the God who is still speaking.

Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God	No. 260

*Call to Confession:
Scripture has been used to proclaim freedom and to justify oppression, to call people into beloved community and to keep people outside it. The problem does not always lie safely in the past. We, too, bring assumptions, interests, fears, and blind spots to the sacred text. Trusting the mercy of the God who knows us fully, let us confess.

*Prayer of Confession:
God of wisdom, forgive us for the ways we have mistaken our interpretation for your voice. We have chosen the texts that serve us and ignored those that trouble us. We have used Scripture to win arguments rather than to seek wisdom. We have spoken with certainty where humility was required. We confess the harm done when holy words have been used to silence, diminish, exclude, or control. Forgive us when we refuse to question because questioning frightens us. Have mercy when we refuse to listen because we have already decided we are right. Give us courage to wrestle with Scripture and with ourselves. Teach us to read with humility, to listen across differences, to seek the wisdom of the Spirit, and to measure our interpretations by the love revealed in Jesus Christ. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon:
Leader: The Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth. Our hope rests not in our ability to interpret every passage perfectly, but in the grace of Jesus Christ. Friends, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Response Alleluia!
All creatures, your Creator bless,
And worship God in humbleness.
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*The Passing of the Peace
	Leader: Peace be with you.
	People: And also with you.

Anthem: Legacy of Service	Martin & Larson

	HEARING GOD’S WORD



Hymn: Jesus Loves Me!

The Blessing of the Kirken

Scripture Readings:

New Testament: 1 Corinthians 14:33-35 
33 for God is a God not of disorder but of peace. (As in all the churches of the saints, 34 women should be silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be subordinate, as the law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to know, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 33 for God is a God not of disorder but of peace. (As in all the churches of the saints, 34 women should be silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be subordinate, as the law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to know, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

New Testament: 1 Timothy 2:11-15
11 Let a woman[a] learn in silence with full submission. 12 I permit no woman[b] to teach or to have authority over a man;[c] she is to keep silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be saved through childbearing, provided they continue in faith and love and holiness, with modesty.

New Testament: Romans 16:1-16
16 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon[a] of the church at Cenchreae, 2 so that you may welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for the saints, and help her in whatever she may require from you, for she has been a benefactor of many and of myself as well.
3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, 4 and who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5 Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert[b] in Asia for Christ. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked very hard among you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia,[c] my relatives[d] who were in prison with me; they are prominent among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus. 11 Greet my relative[e] Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus. 12 Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; and greet his mother—a mother to me also. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers and sisters[f] who are with them. 15 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.

Leader: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon	Paul vs. Paul	Rev. Dr. Laura Strauss

Hymn: God, We Join in Celebration (Tune: Called as Partners…)	C.W. Gillette
God, we join in celebration of your love and faithfulness:
Long ago, our congregation gathered in the wilderness.
Long ago, your people worshiped, shared the gospel, served you well,
Celebrated grace and friendship, then went out, your love to tell.

What a faith-filled, rich tradition we are blest, O Christ, to know.
Guided by your Great Commission, many helped our church to grow.
Called by you to love their neighbors, thousands served you here with grace.
Thank you for their loving labors that have brought us to this place.

Grateful for the past you’ve given, now we look in hope to you.
Make us salt, and light, and leaven, working for a world that’s new.
By your Spirit, lead and guide us as your loving family,
Teach us, shape us, walk beside us! Send us out in ministry!
Copyright © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
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Affirmation of Faith: from The Second Helvetic Confession

We hold that interpretation of the Scripture to be orthodox and genuine which is gleaned from the Scriptures themselves: from the nature of the language in which they were written, according to the circumstances in which they were set down, and expounded in the light of like and unlike passages and of many and clearer passages; and which agrees with the rule of faith and love, and contributes much to the glory of God and humanity’s salvation.

Campanile Bells: Holy, Holy, Holy	arr. M. Helman

Joys, Concerns, & Testimonies

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

A Minute for Stewardship, Harriet Rickard

Presenting Gifts, Tithes and Offerings

Prayer of Dedication

*Response: Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

	DEPARTING TO SERVE



[bookmark: _Hlk202098439]Hymn: Song of Hope    	No. 432

Benediction:
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you; wherever he may send you; may he guide you through the wilderness; protect you through the storm; may he bring you home rejoicing; at the wonders he has shown you; may he bring you home rejoicing; once again into our doors.

*Bagpipes: Amazing Grace 	Mychael Morohovich

*Postlude: Hymn Medley 	Mychael Morohovich

*If you are able to do so, please stand

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Many thanks to our bagpiper, Mychael Morohovich, for providing his special music this morning.  We’ve been blessed to have Mychael participate on Reformation Sunday for the last few years, and we’re grateful for his talent on this unique instrument!

We’re also grateful to Matt Addler, and his son, Brogan, for helping out with our bell pieces this morning.  Matt and Brogan are members at Crafton Heights United Presbyterian Church, and we’re thankful for their offer to sub for us on occasion!

Chancel Flowers were given by Dave & Michelle Brumfield in honor of their children.

Happy Birthday to: Mary Abbott (10/26), Randy Farabaugh (10/28), Alexandra Vernacchio (10/28), Julianna Ellis (10/19), Bill Weidensall (10/29), Beverly Knasko (10/31), Ryan Pochek (10/31).  (Please contact the church office if we have missed your birthday or anniversary.)

Happy Anniversary to: Thomas and Afua Akompong (10/31).

Deacon Greeters/Flower Deliveries: Mike Duffner and Jonathan Fako.

Most Needed Items for SHIM: Dried beans, lentils, pasta sauce in jars, cereal & oatmeal, soup, condiments, spices, dog and cat food, and personal care items.

SHIM Clothing Closet: Accepting donations of clothes (in season), shoes, and linens (no large household items). Located at the Church of Nazarene (5601 Library Road). Drop-off hours: Mondays 10:00 am until 1:00 pm.  If you are not able to deliver your donations during their hours, you can leave them in the closet outside of Findley Hall and a Mission Commission member will deliver them for you.

Hospital visits by Pastor Laura can be scheduled through the church office.  If you or someone you know is having surgery or is in the hospital, please let us know so that Pastor Laura can be there to visit and pray with you and your loved ones.

Scheduling a Meeting with Pastor Laura: If you would like to meet with Pastor Laura to discuss a matter that is not a medical or pastoral care emergency, please reach out to her.  You can contact her via email at revlaurastrauss@gmail.com or by calling the church office at (412) 561-6261 to schedule a meeting. Dropping in to say “hi” is always appreciated, but scheduling a meeting ensures that Pastor Laura can dedicate the necessary time to your discussion if needed.


PRAYER LIST
(Please contact the church office if you would like to add or update a prayer request.)

Prayer Circle: Kim Stuart, Ryan Stuart, Amy Sumner

October: Ken and Jane Zebrouvis (Ken’s knee surgery), Pastor Laura (Safe travels to Northeast PA), Joe Barton (seizures), Pope Leo (Lung Cancer), Christopher Ropar (Mary Abbott's brother), Dottie Fleming (Illness), The Family of Bernie Gordon, Family of Conrad Sikirica (Cousin of the Obarsky Family), The Stilley Family (student of Ryan Gracey; sudden passing of mom, April; prayers for husband, Jamie, and kids, Alice and Mallory, and nephew/nieces, Nolan, Mae, and Louis), Becker Family (The passing of John Becker, husband and father) Bayles Family, Mental Health Struggles (Mary Abbott), The Family of Dr. Idris Evans (Died in Home Invasion), Evelyn Lape (On-going Home Repair), Mary Thompson (Dottie Fleming's Sister; Surgery), Family of Barry Luokkala (Friend of Jeff Hinkelman), National Hispanic Heritage Month (Lee Cepits; Prayers of Appreciation)

September: Dorene Hirshika (passing of mom; friend of Darlene Farabaugh), Alecia and Dave Marney (celebration of marriage, Sept. 12, 2026), Linda (car accident, friend of LoAnn Burian), Tom (friend of Rosalie Pillitteri), The Rabbani Family (Granddaughter born with heart problems. Neighbors of the Fako Family.), Evelyn Lape (Damage to her home from the recent storm.), The Brady Family (Damage to their home from the recent storm, Carol Noonan’s neighbor),  Lucy Josephine Escobar (new grandchild of Keith and Wendy Yanda, daughter of Michelle (Yanda) and Daniel Escobar), born August 28 in Santa Cruz, CA.

Ongoing – Captain Sam Wright; Ron Sumner; Nancy Brumfield; our mission co-workers at the U.S.-Mexico border, the Rev. Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar and their children, Cindy, Anna Flor, and Nathan; our sister church in Malawi, Africa, Litchenza CCAP; our WorldVision child, Pabatso Makhalanyane; and all those who are affected by natural disasters.


ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Happy Reformation Sunday! Today we celebrate our Presbyterian heritage with bagpipes, plaid, and a special blessing of our families and households! During the Blessing of the Kirken, you are invited to place an item representing your family's heritage, history, or traditions on the communion table as part of the blessing. Whether it's a photograph, family Bible, treasured keepsake, or something else that tells your story, we celebrate the many histories and traditions that make up our church family. Please collect your items following worship. And we hope you'll stay after worship for snacks as we continue to celebrate our Scottish Presbyterian roots!

· What Is Reformation Sunday? Today we remember the Protestant Reformation, a movement that began on October 31, 1517 when Martin Luther challenged practices of the Roman Catholic Church and called for reform. The Reformation eventually gave rise to the Presbyterian tradition, shaped especially by John Calvin in Geneva and John Knox in Scotland. Presbyterians emphasized the authority of Scripture, the sovereignty of God, the priesthood of all believers, and the shared leadership of the church through elected elders. Our Presbyterian heritage also reminds us that the church is “reformed and always being reformed according to the Word of God.” On this Reformation Sunday, we celebrate not only our history, but also God's continuing call to grow, change, and seek greater faithfulness, justice, and love in the world.

· Welcome Visitors!  If you are worshiping here for the first time today, welcome! We are glad to have you with us. 

· Offering: The offering is collected following worship by an elder at the back of the sanctuary who will be holding an offering basket. We can also give online by going to shupchurch.org. Our gifts take many forms: open-hearted presence here, voices lifted in song, the prayers that rise in us, the material gifts we share with neighbors, and our willingness to live in a world as allies and advocates for those whose needs are overlooked. The monies we bring symbolize the offering of our lives in all circumstances.

· Fellowship Hour for Reformation Sunday Join us following worship TODAY as we celebrate Reformation Sunday with a special Fellowship Hour in Findlay Hall!  

· SHUP Flu & COVID Shot Clinic: SHUP’s annual Flu & COVID Shot Clinic will be held TODAY, immediately following worship. Immunizations offered will include Flu, Flu HD, COVID, Pneumonia, RSV, and Shingles. If you receive your first Shingles shot at the clinic, you will need to follow up with Pathways for your second dose. Please take advantage of this convenient opportunity to stay up to date on your vaccinations!

· Pasta for a Purpose: On behalf of the Sunset Hills neighborhood, Please join us for our Pasta for a Purpose Dinner on TODAY at 5:00 pm as we come together to support the Becker family during this difficult time. Your support, generosity, and prayers mean so much to this family as they navigate this season of loss. We hope you’ll join us for a wonderful evening of good food, fellowship, and community support!

· Book Club: The September meeting will be held October 28 and we will be discussing A Burning in My Bones: The Authorized Biography of Eugene H. Peterson by Winn Collier.

· Trick or Treat at SHUP Church Don't get many Trick or Treaters at your house? Do you live in an apartment or assisted living facility where no one knocks on your door? Join your church family on Saturday, October 31 to hand out candy on the church steps for Halloween! Pizza will be served at 5:30 p.m. Trick or Treaters will come by from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Dress warm and bring enough treats for 125-150 kiddos. 

· All Saints' Sunday: November 1 You're invited to join us for a special worship service on Sunday, November 1 as we remember the members of our congregation who have died in the past year. A bell will be rung in their memory, and we will have an opportunity to remember our loved ones who've gone home to the Church Triumphant. The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

· Together for Joy: Giving Sunday, November 15 At SHUP, we have so much to celebrate! Through faithful leadership, generous service, meaningful worship, and ministries that touch lives throughout our community, God continues to do wonderful things among us. As we look toward another year of ministry, we invite you to prayerfully consider your financial pledge for 2027. Every gift helps sustain the life, mission, and joy of our congregation. On Giving Sunday, November 15, we will gather our pledges and dedicate them to God, giving thanks for all we have accomplished together and all that lies ahead. Together, we can continue to make Sunset Hills a place of faith, hope, love, and joy!

· Thanksgiving Dinner: You're invited to join Sunset Hills UP Church for Thanksgiving Dinner on Sunday, November 15 at 5:00 p.m. If your name begins with A-L, bring a side dish. If your name begins with M-Z, bring a dessert. Turkey, stuffing and rolls are provided.

· Hanging of the Greens The Hanging of the Greens will take place following worship on Sunday, November 22. Everyone is invited to stay following worship to prepare the church building for Advent and Christmas. 

· Ecumenical Community Gathers to Pray Outside ICE Offices: Weekly prayer vigils continue every Friday morning at 8:30 a.m. outside the Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) Office in Pittsburgh's South Side (3000 Sidney St, 15203). Facilitated by a different faith community each week, the vigil is a legal, peaceful witness of support for local immigrants. People of all faith backgrounds are welcome and Presbyterians are always represented well.

· Faith and the World: Cookie Chats: You're invited to join Pastor Laura in the church library on the second Sunday of the month at 7:00 p.m. for Cookie Chats. Bring your own beverage and cookies will be provided. The schedule is as follows:
November 8: Christian Nationalism - Can love of country and loyalty to Christ ever come into tension? Let's explore the question together. What happens when religious identity and national identity become difficult to distinguish?
January 10: Loneliness and Belonging - We're living through what some researchers call an epidemic of loneliness. What is loneliness doing to us, and what does the church have that social media, streaming services, and busy schedules cannot provide?

· Articles for The Messenger: If you plan on submitting an article for The Messenger, please do so by the 15th of each month. 
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Sunset Hills
United Presbyterian Church
            Phone: 412-561-6261
Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
900 Country Club Dr. Pittsburgh, PA 15228
                                                                  www.shupchurch.org

CHURCH CALENDAR




Sunday, October 25
9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
	9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
10:15 am – Worship – Sanctuary
10:45 am – Children’s Church – Rm 113
11:15 am – Flu Clinic
2:00 pm – Girl Scouts
4:00 pm – Girl Scouts Troop 16212
5:00 pm – Pasta for a Purpose

Monday, October 26
9:00 am – Monday Marvels
1:00 pm – Women’s Bible Study
6:00 pm – Girl Scouts Troop 46920

Tuesday, October 27
10:30 am – Staff Meeting
12:30 pm – Tuesday Bible Study
6:45 pm – Handbell Choir
7:00 pm – Square Dance Club – Crystal
7:00 pm – Counseling Group–Marvel’s Lounge
7:30 pm – Choir

Wednesday, October 28
10:00 am – Days for Girls
2:00 pm – Parkinson’s Exercise Group
4:00 pm – Quilters
7:30 pm – Book Club

Thursday, October 29
6:15pm – Fall Yoga

Friday, October 30
5:00 pm – AA

Saturday, October 31
5:30 pm – Pizza
6:00 pm – Trick or Treat

Sunday, November 1
9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
	9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
10:15 am – Worship – Sanctuary
10:45 am – Children’s Church – Rm 113
2:00 pm – Girl Scouts
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