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Sunset Hills United
Presbyterian Church
900 Country Club Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15228
www.shupchurch.org
10:15 am WORSHIP
September 20, 2026
17th Sunday After Pentecost


	IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP



“Gift economies arise from an understanding of earthly abundance and the gratitude it generates. A perception of abundance, based on the notion that there is enough if we share it, underlies economies of mutual support.”
– Robin Wall Kimmerer, “The Serviceberry”  

“I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between your present abundance and their need… As it is written, ‘The one who had much did not have too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.”
– 2 Corinthians 8:13-15

	[bookmark: _Hlk210743292]ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE



Announcements

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Prayer of Preparation

[bookmark: _Hlk230943980]Introit: We Enter Your Church (Tune: Away in a Manger)	       C.W. Gillette

O God, you have called us, inviting us in;
You’ve made us your household and freed us from sin.
From youngest to oldest, we find in this place
Your waters of welcome, your family, your grace.
Copyright © 2003 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette



Call to Worship: 	Liturgist: Bev Knasko

Leader: In this season of gathering and harvest, God calls us together.
People: Not according to what we have earned, but according to grace.
Leader: We come with different stories, different burdens, different hopes— yet all are welcomed the same.
People: Let us worship the God whose grace exceeds all measure.

Hymn: I Sing the Mighty Power of God	No. 288

*Call to Confession:
We long for fairness. Yet God’s grace does not follow our calculations. It unsettles us, surprises us, even offends us. Still, God invites us to release the idols of comparison, resentment, and the need to measure our worth. Let us confess our sin before God.

*Prayer of Confession:
Generous God, you give more than we expect and far more than we deserve. Yet we struggle with your abundance. We compare ourselves to others. We measure what we have received. We wonder if it is enough, if it is fair, if it is right. We confess that we do not always rejoice in the gifts given to others. We resist the wideness of your mercy. Forgive us. Teach us to trust your goodness. We pray this in Jesus’ name. 

*Assurance of Pardon:
Leader: Hear the good news: God’s grace is not a limited resource. It is not earned, counted, or divided. It is given freely.  In Jesus Christ, we are welcomed, we are claimed, we are made new.

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

*Response The Gloria
Now let our voices raise; Alleluia!  Amen!
To give to God our praise; Alleluia!  Amen!
Mercy and grace abound!  In God our lives are found!
Long may our joy resound; Alleluia!  Amen!

*The Passing of the Peace
	Leader: Peace be with you.
	People: And also with you.

Anthem: When I Hear Music	J. Martin



	HEARING GOD’S WORD



Hymn: Jesus Loves Me!

Children’s Story Time

Scripture Readings:

Old Testament: Exodus 16:2-15
2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.’ 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?’ 8 And Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.’
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.”’ 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12 ‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.”’
13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’[a] For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
20 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage,[a] he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.[b] 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.[c] 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?[d] 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?”[e] 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’[f]

Leader: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon	The Manna Economy	Rev. Laura Strauss

Hymn: We Give Thee but Thine Own	No. 428


	[bookmark: _Hlk210744235]RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD



Affirmation of Faith: Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 60
Leader: How are we righteous before God?
People: Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses me of having grievously sinned against all God’s commandments, of never having kept any of them, and of still being inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without any merit of my own, out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had never sinned nor been a sinner,
and as if I had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient for me. All I need to do is to accept this gift of God with a believing heart.

Joys, Concerns, & Testimonies

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
A moment for Mission for Linda Kricher from Her Safe Haven.

Presenting Gifts, Tithes and Offerings

Prayer of Dedication

*Response: Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

	DEPARTING TO SERVE



[bookmark: _Hlk202098439]Hymn: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken	No. 446

Benediction:
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you; wherever he may send you; may he guide you through the wilderness; protect you through the storm; may he bring you home rejoicing; at the wonders he has shown you; may he bring you home rejoicing; once again into our doors.
Response:  Go Walk with God (Tune: Though I May Speak)	C.W. Gillette
Go walk with God in all you do,
And may God’s love bring joy to you.
May gifts of peace fill all your days.
And may God’s truth guide you always.
Copyright © 2004 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

*Postlude
*If you are able to do so, please stand

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Chancel Flowers were given by Karen and David Heim in memory of Conrad Hale.

Happy Birthday to: Carla Greenfield (09/20), Lily Weidensall (09/22), Amelia May Yates (09/22), David Arnold (09/25). (Please contact the church office if we have missed your birthday or anniversary.)

Happy Anniversary to: Jack and Kristina Hnath (09/20), Tim and Jill Fako (09/21), Don and Christa Jo Tang (09/22).

Deacon Greeters/Flower Deliveries: Harriet Rickard and Pat Patterson.

Most Needed Items for SHIM: Dried beans, lentils, pasta sauce in jars, cereal & oatmeal, soup, condiments, spices, dog and cat food, and personal care items.

SHIM Clothing Closet: Accepting donations of clothes (in season), shoes, and linens (no large household items). Located at the Church of Nazarene (5601 Library Road). Drop-off hours: Mondays 10:00 am until 1:00 pm.  If you are not able to deliver your donations during their hours, you can leave them in the closet outside of Findley Hall and a Mission Commission member will deliver them for you.

Hospital visits by Pastor Laura can be scheduled through the church office.  If you or someone you know is having surgery or is in the hospital, please let us know so that Pastor Laura can be there to visit and pray with you and your loved ones.

Scheduling a Meeting with Pastor Laura: If you would like to meet with Pastor Laura to discuss a matter that is not a medical or pastoral care emergency, please reach out to her.  You can contact her via email at revlaurastrauss@gmail.com or by calling the church office at (412) 561-6261 to schedule a meeting. Dropping in to say “hi” is always appreciated, but scheduling a meeting ensures that Pastor Laura can dedicate the necessary time to your discussion if needed.


PRAYER LIST
(Please contact the church office if you would like to add or update a prayer request.)

Prayer Circle: Taylor Strang, Rebecca Simonic, Abbey Strang

September: Dorene Hirshika (passing of mom; friend of Darlene Farabaugh), Alecia and Dave Marney (celebration of marriage, Sept. 12, 2026), Linda (car accident, friend of LoAnn Burian), Tom (friend of Rosalie Pillitteri), The Rabbani Family (Granddaughter born with heart problems. Neighbors of the Fako Family.), Evelyn Lape (Damage to her home from the recent storm.), The Brady Family (Damage to their home from the recent storm, Carol Noonan’s neighbor),  Lucy Josephine Escobar (new grandchild of Keith and Wendy Yanda, daughter of Michelle Yanda Escobar, 6 lbs 12 oz, 18.25", born August 28).

August: The Family of Mary Cutting, Jan Paulsen, The Van Haitsma family (death of their daughter), Rev. Brenda Barnes (colleague of Pastor Laura; car accident), Tim Fako (prayers for joy in retirement), Myra Mann (Bread for the World Member, Broken Bones from Fall, Recovering at Friendship Village), Lisa Fako (Healthy and peaceful recovery after melanoma surgery).

Ongoing – Captain Sam Wright; Ron Sumner; Nancy Brumfield; our mission co-workers at the U.S.-Mexico border, the Rev. Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar and their children, Cindy, Anna Flor, and Nathan; our sister church in Malawi, Africa, Litchenza CCAP; our WorldVision child, Pabatso Makhalanyane; and all those who are affected by natural disasters.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Welcome Visitors!  If you are worshiping here for the first time today, welcome! We are glad to have you with us. 

· Offering: The offering is collected following worship by an elder at the back of the sanctuary who will be holding an offering basket. We can also give online by going to shupchurch.org. Our gifts take many forms: open-hearted presence here, voices lifted in song, the prayers that rise in us, the material gifts we share with neighbors, and our willingness to live in a world as allies and advocates for those whose needs are overlooked. The monies we bring symbolize the offering of our lives in all circumstances.

· Adult Sunday School: Let's start at the very beginning! We're studying Genesis using a curriculum by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. She presents Genesis as a living text, one that continues to shape faith, identity, and our understanding of what it means to be human. This class will attend to this ancient books' beauty, tension, and enduring questions.  The study begins on Sunday, August 30 during the 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class in Findlay Hall. You're invited.

· SHUP Flu & COVID Shot Clinic: SHUP’s annual Flu & COVID Shot Clinic will be held on Sunday, October 25, immediately following worship. Immunizations offered will include Flu, Flu HD, COVID, Pneumonia, RSV, and Shingles. If you receive your first Shingles shot at the clinic, you will need to follow up with Pathways for your second dose. Please take advantage of this convenient opportunity to stay up to date on your vaccinations!

· Ecumenical Community Gathers to Pray Outside ICE Offices Weekly prayer vigils continue every Friday morning at 8:30 a.m. outside the Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) Office in Pittsburgh's South Side (3000 Sidney St, 15203). Facilitated by a different faith community each week, the vigil is a legal, peaceful witness of support for local immigrants. People of all faith backgrounds are welcome and Presbyterians are always represented well.

· Book Club: The September meeting will be held September 30th and we will be discussing The Lion Women of Tehran: A Novel by Marjan Kamali.

· Children's Offering: The children are collecting your spare change to purchase a wheelchair for a child with a disability. Wheelchairs cost $200 and for children in developing countries who are unable to walk, a custom-fit wheelchair can make a life-changing difference.  We will be collecting at the exit next week. Thank you in advance for your support!

· Her Safe Haven: Her Safe Haven is a local organization that provides women WITH comprehensive support for healing through housing, recovery support, and trauma-informed care. We are hosting a presentation on September 20th at 11:15 am after worship. Refreshments will be provided by the Mission Commission.

· Holy Curiosity Sermon Series: The Bible is full of passages that make us laugh, scratch our heads, argue, wonder, and occasionally say, "Wait - that's in there?" This October and November, Pastor Laura's turning to you. What Scripture have you never heard preached but wish you had? What story deserves another chance? What text has puzzled or inspired you? Drop your suggestions in the wicker basket in the Narthex. Pastor Laura will use these suggestions, and they do not need to have a name on them. Together we'll explore some of the Bible's most surprising corners and discover what treasures await us there.

· Faith and the World: Cookie Chats: You're invited to join Pastor Laura in the church library on the second Sunday of the month at 7:00 p.m. for Cookie Chats. Bring your own beverage and cookies will be provided. The schedule is as follows:
October 11: Death and Dying - Most of us avoid talking about death until we can't. Let's explore what the Christian faith has to say about mortality, grief, and hope. From funeral homes to resurrection hope, how does the Christian story help us face death?
November 8: Christian Nationalism - Can love of country and loyalty to Christ ever come into tension? Let's explore the question together. What happens when religious identity and national identity become difficult to distinguish?
January 10: Loneliness and Belonging - We're living through what some researchers call an epidemic of loneliness. What is loneliness doing to us, and what does the church have that social media, streaming services, and busy schedules cannot provide?

· Articles for The Messenger: If you plan on submitting an article for The Messenger, please do so by the 15th of each month. 
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Welcome to
Sunset Hills
United Presbyterian Church
       Phone: 412-561-6261
Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
900 Country Club Dr. Pittsburgh, PA 15228
www.shupchurch.org

CHURCH CALENDAR




Sunday, September 20
9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
	9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
10:15 am – Worship – Sanctuary
10:45 am – Children’s Church – Rm 113
2:00 pm – Girl Scouts

Monday, September 21
9:00 am – Monday Marvels
1:00 pm – Women’s Bible Study

Tuesday, September 22
10:00 am – Staff Meeting
12:30 pm – Tuesday Bible Study
6:30 pm – Handbell Choir
7:00 pm – Square Dance Club – Crystal
7:00 pm – Counseling Group–Marvel’s Lounge
7:30 pm – Choir

Wednesday, September 23
10:00 am – Days for Girls
2:00 pm – Parkinson’s Exercise Group
4:00 pm – Quilters


Thursday, September 24
6:15 pm – Fall Yoga

Friday, September 25
5:00 pm – AA

Sunday, September 27
9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
	9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
10:15 am – Worship – Sanctuary
10:45 am – Children’s Church – Rm 113
2:00 pm – Girl Scouts
4:00 pm – Girl Scouts Troop 16212
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