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Sunset Hills United
Presbyterian Church
900 Country Club Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15228
www.shupchurch.org
10:15 am WORSHIP
November 15, 2026
25th Sunday After Pentecost


	IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP



“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
 - Helen Keller, Activist (1880 - 1968)

“Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.”
 - 1 Thessalonians 5:11

	[bookmark: _Hlk210743292]ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE



Announcements

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Prayer of Preparation

Introit: Sanctuary	                                                                                        Thompson & Scruggs	
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CCLI #1065469

Call to Worship: 	Liturgist: Debbie Edwards
Leader: We come together with grateful hearts, remembering the goodness of God.
People: We give thanks for the blessings of this life and the people with whom we share them.
Leader: We give thanks for this community of faith, for the work we do together, and for the love that makes it possible.
People: We rejoice in all that God has done among us.
Leader: And we look forward with hope, trusting that God is not finished with us yet.
People: Let us worship God with thanksgiving and joy!

Hymn: How Great Thou Art		No. 467	

*Call to Confession:
Even as we give thanks for God's many blessings, we recognize that we do not always live with grateful or generous hearts. Trusting in God's abundant grace and steadfast love, let us confess our sins together.

*Prayer of Confession:
Gracious God, you have given us so much for which to be thankful. Yet we sometimes find it easier to notice what is missing than to appreciate what is already here. We become so busy with our responsibilities that we forget to enjoy the people around us. We forget that our gifts, our time, and our resources can make a difference in the lives of others. Forgive us when we lose sight of the joy of serving you together. Help us to recognize your blessings, share them freely, and take delight in the good work you have given us to do. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon:
Leader: The Apostle Paul reminds us that the one who began a good work among us will bring it to completion. God's grace is not dependent upon our perfection, and God's love does not run out when we fall short. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and invited to begin again.

People: Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Response Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.

*The Passing of the Peace
	Leader: Peace be with you.
	People: And also with you.

Anthem:  His Eye Is on the Sparrow	C. H. Gabriel

	HEARING GOD’S WORD



Hymn: Jesus Loves Me!

Children’s Story Time

Reception of New Member: Scott Cerilli

Hymn of Welcome:  Blest Be the Tie that Binds (vs. 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Scripture Readings:

New Testament: Philippians 1:1-11
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,
To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons[a]:
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

Leader: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon	The Good We Do Together	Rev. Dr. Laura Strauss


	[bookmark: _Hlk210744235]RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD



Hymn:  For the Beauty of the Earth (vs. 1, 4 & 5)	No. 473



Affirmation of Faith: Adapted from Philippians 1:3-11
We believe in God, who has created us in love and called us into community. We believe in Jesus Christ, who shows us the meaning of generosity, teaches us to love one another, and invites us to share in the joy of serving others. We believe in the Holy Spirit, who brings us together, strengthens us for service, and helps us grow in love and understanding. We believe that God has begun a good work among us and will remain faithful to that work. With grateful hearts, we celebrate the gifts we have received, the ministry we share, and the hope of all that is yet to come. Together, we seek to live generously, love faithfully, and serve joyfully, to the glory and praise of God. Amen.

Joys, Concerns, & Testimonies

Prayers of the People & The Lord’ Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

A Minute for Stewardship: Matt Hricko 

Presenting Gifts, Tithes and Offerings

Prayer of Dedication

*Response: Give Thanks	D. Moen
Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son
(Repeat)

And now let the weak say, "I am strong," Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
(Repeat)

Give thanks, give thanks
CCLI #1065469


	DEPARTING TO SERVE



Hymn: As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought (Tune: O Beautiful for Spacious Skies)	#414



Benediction:
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Postlude
*If you are able to do so, please stand

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Chancel Flowers were given by Kay Walker in loving memory of Paul Walker and Bev Knasko in honor of our SHUP Staff.

Happy Birthday to: Ethan Strauss (11/18), Rober Wingold (11/18). (Please contact the church office if we have missed your birthday or anniversary.)

Happy Anniversary to: There are no anniversaries at this time.

Deacon Greeters/Flower Deliveries: Carole Noonan and Pat Ellis.

Most Needed Items for SHIM: Dried beans, lentils, pasta sauce in jars, cereal & oatmeal, soup, condiments, spices, dog and cat food, and personal care items.

SHIM Clothing Closet: Accepting donations of clothes (in season), shoes, and linens (no large household items). Located at the Church of Nazarene (5601 Library Road). Drop-off hours: Mondays 10:00 am until 1:00 pm.  If you are not able to deliver your donations during their hours, you can leave them in the closet outside of Findley Hall and a Mission Commission member will deliver them for you.

Hospital visits by Pastor Laura can be scheduled through the church office.  If you or someone you know is having surgery or is in the hospital, please let us know so that Pastor Laura can be there to visit and pray with you and your loved ones.

Scheduling a Meeting with Pastor Laura: If you would like to meet with Pastor Laura to discuss a matter that is not a medical or pastoral care emergency, please reach out to her.  You can contact her via email at revlaurastrauss@gmail.com or by calling the church office at (412) 561-6261 to schedule a meeting. Dropping in to say “hi” is always appreciated, but scheduling a meeting ensures that Pastor Laura can dedicate the necessary time to your discussion if needed.


PRAYER LIST
(Please contact the church office if you would like to add or update a prayer request.)

Prayer Circle: Lisa Ursitz, Diane Van Houtte, Lindsey Wingold

November: Benny (Carole McCullough’s cat), Family of Marjorie (Dottie Fleming’s Sister), The Lynch Family, Harriet Rickard (knee replacement), Elsa Jane (Jody Colby’s sister; Infection), Rich Simone (Family of Matt Hricko; Cancer Diagnosis) Ginny Beckstrom (Jill Fako; 100Th Birthday), Missy Voto Sullivan (healing from injuries), Jessica Allison (Daughter in law of Jeff Allison; Health concerns during pregnancy), Catherine McCoy (Daughter of Chip McCoy; Recovering from Gallbladder Surgery), The family of Marlaena Cochran (The passing of Nancy Lee Cochran; Mother of Marlaena Cochran), Sue Burditt (Friend of Pat Patterson; in the hospital being treated for illness).

October: Ken and Jane Zebrouvis (Ken’s knee surgery), Pastor Laura (Safe travels to Northeast PA), Joe Barton (seizures), Pope Leo (Lung Cancer), Christopher Ropar (Mary Abbott's brother), Dottie Fleming (Illness), The Family of Bernie Gordon, Family of Conrad Sikirica (Cousin of the Obarsky Family), The Stilley Family (student of Ryan Gracey; sudden passing of mom, April; prayers for husband, Jamie, and kids, Alice and Mallory, and nephew/nieces, Nolan, Mae, and Louis), Becker Family (The passing of John Becker, husband and father) Bayles Family, Mental Health Struggles (Mary Abbott), The Family of Dr. Idris Evans (Died in Home Invasion), Evelyn Lape (On-going Home Repair), Mary Thompson (Dottie Fleming's Sister; Surgery), Family of Barry Luokkala (Friend of Jeff Hinkelman), National Hispanic Heritage Month (Lee Cepits; Prayers of Appreciation)

Ongoing – Captain Sam Wright; Ron Sumner; Nancy Brumfield; our mission co-workers at the U.S.-Mexico border, the Rev. Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar and their children, Cindy, Anna Flor, and Nathan; our sister church in Malawi, Africa, Litchenza CCAP; our WorldVision child, Pabatso Makhalanyane; and all those who are affected by natural disasters.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Welcome Visitors!  If you are worshiping here for the first time today, welcome! We are glad to have you with us. 

· Offering: The offering is collected following worship by an elder at the back of the sanctuary who will be holding an offering basket. We can also give online by going to shupchurch.org. Our gifts take many forms: open-hearted presence here, voices lifted in song, the prayers that rise in us, the material gifts we share with neighbors, and our willingness to live in a world as allies and advocates for those whose needs are overlooked. The monies we bring symbolize the offering of our lives in all circumstances.

· Advent Adult Sunday School: You're invited to join the Adult Sunday School Class every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in Findlay Hall. They'll begin studying Matt Rawle's The Redemption of Scrooge on the first Sunday of Advent, November 29. Come prepared to share which film adaptation of the classic story is your favorite and God bless us everyone!

· Book Club: The December meeting will be held on December 2 at 7:30 pm and we will be discussing West with Giraffes: A Novel by Lynda Rutledge.

· Our Stocking Collection will be different this year!  Rather than the travel-sized toilet articles that we’ve collected in the past, this year we’ll be collecting socks (to go along with the “Cozy Christmas” theme).  Our collection will still benefit the local nonprofit, Familylinks, which they will use in their shelters.  The socks must be new with tags on, or in unopened packages, and they can accept a variety of sizes from school-aged children up to adults.  Starting November 29, please place single pairs of socks into the stockings that will be hung on the ends of the pews in the sanctuary, or in the decorated box located in the narthex for larger packages of socks.  The collection will continue until the end of the year, at which time all the donated socks will be distributed to Familylinks in early January.  Thank you so much for participating in this important mission and ministry!

· Together for Joy: Giving Sunday, November 15, Today At SHUP, we have so much to celebrate! Through faithful leadership, generous service, meaningful worship, and ministries that touch lives throughout our community, God continues to do wonderful things among us. As we look toward another year of ministry, we invite you to prayerfully consider your financial pledge for 2027. Every gift helps sustain the life, mission, and joy of our congregation. Today we will gather our pledges and dedicate them to God, giving thanks for all we have accomplished together and all that lies ahead. Together, we can continue to make Sunset Hills a place of faith, hope, love, and joy!

· Thanksgiving Dinner: You're invited to join Sunset Hills UP Church for Thanksgiving Dinner on TODAY at 5:00 p.m. If your name begins with A-L, bring a side dish. If your name begins with M-Z, bring a dessert. Turkey, stuffing and rolls are provided.

· 'The World Made Warm: Advent Devotional' by Pastor Laura is available! Copies of this year's Advent devotional are located in the back of the sanctuary. Following this year's theme of A Cozy Christmas, Pastor Laura wrote this daily devotional to guide us through the season. The devotional begins on Sunday, Nov. 29 and carries through Christmas Day.

· Parents Night Out – Volunteers Needed! Join us on Saturday, December 12, from 4:30–7:00 p.m. for a fun-filled Christmas evening! Children ages 3–10 are invited to enjoy Christmas-themed games, stories, crafts, and more, along with breakfast for dinner! Kids are welcome to come dressed in their pajamas. We are looking for volunteers to help make this special evening possible! Sign-up sheets for volunteers are located downstairs. Donations are also welcome. Thank you for your support!

· Hanging of the Greens The Hanging of the Greens will take place following worship on Sunday, November 22. Everyone is invited to stay following worship to prepare the church building for Advent and Christmas. 

· Get Cozy at SHUP This Christmas! Celebrate the Christmas season with a little extra holiday spirit each Sunday! Join us in dressing up and spreading some festive cheer. 
     Sunday November 29 – Festive Sweater
Sunday December 6 – Christmas Socks 
Sunday December 13 – Holiday Hat 
Sunday December 20 – Scarf Sunday 
Let's make the season merry, bright, and cozy together!

· Call for Bakers: The Deacons’ Annual Christmas Cookie Sale is coming up on December 5, and we need your help! Please consider baking homemade holiday treats to support the Deacons’ ministries to our congregation and the Sunset Hills community. Cookies, candies, quick breads, scones, and other festive goodies are all welcome! Sign up on the sheet outside Findley Hall. Treats may be dropped off Friday, December 4, from 6–8 PM or Saturday, December 5, from 8:30–9:30 AM. Please package treats in small serving bags (2–3 per bag) and label items with your name, phone number, and any nut ingredients. For questions, contact Debbie Edwards at 412-860-1541 or deborahlynnedwards@outlook.com. Thank you for helping make this fundraiser a success!


· Faith and the World: Cookie Chats: You're invited to join Pastor Laura in the church library on the second Sunday of the month at 7:00 p.m. for Cookie Chats. Bring your own beverage and cookies will be provided. The schedule is as follows:
Jan 10:  Loneliness and Belonging - We're living through what some researchers call an epidemic of loneliness. What is loneliness doing to us, and what does the church have that social media, streaming services, and busy schedules cannot provide?

Feb 14: War and Jesus - Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers” and “Love your enemies.” So can Christians ever support going to war? We will wrestle with whether violence can ever be morally justified—and, if so, where the lines should be drawn.

March 14: Estrangement - Family estrangement is increasingly common, leaving parents, children, and friends navigating broken relationships. What can Christian faith teach us about reconciliation, and when letting go may be necessary?

· Ecumenical Community Gathers to Pray Outside ICE Offices: Weekly prayer vigils continue every Friday morning at 8:30 a.m. outside the Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) Office in Pittsburgh's South Side (3000 Sidney St, 15203). Facilitated by a different faith community each week, the vigil is a legal, peaceful witness of support for local immigrants. People of all faith backgrounds are welcome and Presbyterians are always represented well.

· Articles for The Messenger: If you plan on submitting an article for The Messenger, please do so by the 15th of each month. 
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Welcome to
Sunset Hills
United Presbyterian Church
            Phone: 412-561-6261
Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
900 Country Club Dr. Pittsburgh, PA 15228
                                                                  www.shupchurch.org

CHURCH CALENDAR




Sunday, November 15
9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
	9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
10:15 am – Worship – Sanctuary
10:45 am – Children’s Church – Rm 113
2:00 pm – Girl Scouts
5:00 pm – Thanksgiving Dinner

Monday, November 16
9:00 am – Monday Marvels
1:00 pm – Women’s Bible Study
6:00 pm – Girl Scouts Troop 46920
7:00 pm – Daisy Troop 72013

Tuesday, November 17
12:30 pm – Tuesday Bible Study
7:00 pm – Handbell Choir
7:00 pm – Square Dance Club – Crystal
7:00 pm – Counseling Group–Marvel’s Lounge
7:30 pm – Choir

Wednesday, November 18
10:00 am – Days for Girls
2:00 pm – Parkinson’s Exercise Group
4:00 pm – Quilters
6:30 pm – Read the New Testament in ’26


Thursday, November 19
6:15pm – Fall Yoga

Friday, November 20
5:00 pm – AA

Sunday, November 22
9:00 am – Adult Sunday School–Findley
	9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School
10:15 am – Worship – Sanctuary
10:45 am – Children’s Church – Rm 113
2:00 pm – Girl Scouts
4:00 pm – Girl Scouts Troop 16212
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